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Courage Tested, Endurance Tried, Efficiency in Every Phase of|.

the Soldier’s Life at

the Front Exhibited.

. By CAPT. HARPER WILSON, :
Comamandet of Manitoba Post, 592, Dep’t of Pennsylvania, G.A.R., Winnipeg, Manitoba.

“Yt 13 useless to attempt a description

of affairs in the regiment after the fight
on July 30. Without officers, records
lost—the organization was almost broken
ap, and demoralization seemed to be uni-
versal. :

There being no officers to command
them, some of the companies were com-
manded by Sergeants, who deserve great
credit. Among them were:

Serg'ts Thomas, Co. A: Brown, Co. F:
Slow. Co. C; Hawkins, Co. I; Wilkenson,

G

0. G.

Aug. 20 the regiment was relieved
in the trenches, marched to the left, and
putup worksnearthe Aiken House. When
these were about completed the command
was moved to the Gurley House, and put
up works on the rear line.

From there the regiment was ‘moved to
the Jones House, and held the line to the
left of Fort Davis, where they experienced
hard service, being under fire most all the
time.

Aug. 27 Capt. Dempsey was relieved
from detached duty and returned to t_he
regiment and Sept. 1 was detailed with
his company (A) as Provost-Marshal, and
gnard of the Fourth Division, Ninth
Corps. s

The regiment did duty on the line from
the Aiken House to IFort Davis until
Oct. 2. Lieut. Harper Wilson returned
to duty at this date, having recovered
from the effects of a shell wound in the
face July 30.

Oct. 2, moved to the left, to Poplar
Grove Church, where 200 men were trans-
ferred from the 28th U. 8. C. T., to the
23d by order of the War Department.
The majority of these men were sickly,
and they proved am incumbrance. At
Poplar Grove Church we put up a splen-
did line of works.

Oct. 21 Capt. Dempsey was lgognotcd to
Lientenant-Colenel, and on th&@5th took
command, Cel, Campbell having resigned,
owing to sickness. From Aug. 8 to this
date, Maj. Hall had been in command of
the regiment.

At this time the official roster stood as
follows: Lieut.-Cel. M. I. Dempsey;
Maj. W. C. J. Hall; First Lieut. M. H.
Wood; Adjutant, absent on sick leave;
First Lieut. J. R. Meore, R. Q. M., on
detached service in Jowa; Surg. Geo. J.
Potts; Hospital Steward. A. A. Brown,
&én duty at Division Headquarters.

Co. A.—First Lieut. Harper
commanding company. :

Co. B.—First Lieut. B. H. Stiles, A.
R. Q. M.; Second Lieut. C. B. Gillett, in
command of Co. F.

Co. C.—8econd Lieut. A. W. Thomas,
in command.

Co. D.—Capt. Henry Sargeant; Second
Yieut. J. W. Eldridge, in command of
Co. G. >

Co. E—First Lient. M. V. B. Knox,
in command; Second Lieut. Basil I'. Bow-
ers, in command Co. I

Co. IF..—No officers.

Co. (G.—No officers.

Co. H.—Capt. W. H. Hurd: Second
Yient. J. W. Carter, promoted First
Lienutenant and discharged in December.

Co. L.—First Lieut. John E. Hoover,
Acting Adjutant.

Co. K.—No officers.

On Oect. 27 the regiment participated in
the Hatcher's Run campaign, and on the
28th, with the rest of the army, returned
te eamp near Poplar Grove Church. From
this time to Nov. 27 we were digging,
drilling and doing picket duty. Broke
camp Nov. 27 and marched to the Bermu-
da ¥ront, and were assigned to the Army
of the James. R

We relieved some Pennsylvanian troops

who were on very intimate terms
with the enemy—Pickett’s Division. The
fines being only a few yards apart, the
men on both sides had an understanding
that there should be po firing between the
pickets, which truce enabled both lines to
walk around in safety and at leisure,
within easy hailing distance of each other.

We went in on Nov. 28, and the truce
was continued till the 28th., This day

without a moment’s notice the rebels
opened on us along the entire line, and
of course, killed and wounded a great
many of enr men.
~ Thi= was one of the most dastardly
_acts of treachery of which an infamous
foe was ever guilty!” And these men were
of Pickett's Virginians, who got more
eredit than their North Carolina brethren
for their charge at Gettysburg! When we
know that the Carolinians were the stuff!
The idea of an F. F. V. doing picket duti"
in front of “niggers” was not to be tol-
erated! So they murdered the “niggers!”
Well onr colored soldiers made them very
_ snrry later on for that treachery and mur-
er.

From this time there was almost con-
tinnous fire kept up hetween the two lines.
Olﬁbo;u would fill their pockets with
amibthnition previous to crawling out on
the picket line and by the next night it
was all gone, quite a number of men be-

_Ing killed or wounded every day—mostly
rebels,

Abonut 10 days after the treacherous
mct an opportunity was offered our boys
to partially repay the rebels for their
breach of honor and faith. Our men now
had no truce to hold their hands from
war, and they were not slow to improve
the chances that war gave them to pun-
jsh their bloody enemies. This was one
of those few occasional interims where
there was scarcely any firing on the lines.
A flock of wild geese flew over and very
low. As they got over the enemy's line,
tha rebels rose up and fired at the geese.
Before they could get down again behind
their pits onr hoys rose and gave them a
volley, covering the ground, not with
geese, but wounded and dead rebels.

It was a salutary lesson for them, and
one that did not require repeating. The
colored troops were there {o stay!

On "this line from Nov. 20 to Deec. 31
the regiment fired 35,000 rounds of am-
munition, and at very close range.

This line, it will be remembered, is one
a portion of which was taken from the
white troops whom we were ordered to
relieve because of their negligence in al-
lowing themselves to be surprised, losing
the most important peint on that front.

On the evening of Dec. 31 we marched
across the pontoon bridge #ut below
Dutch Gap Canal and up to Fort Harri-
yom, in Chapin Farm. That was the
worst march the regiment ever made.
'I"he mud was very deep, the rain fell un-
til 12 m., when it began to freeze. It was
simply terrible. Mud froge to the men as
thezedpulled themselves through it We
hal on a bleak hill which presented a
prospect for comfort gloomy beyond de-
scription. There was not a stick of wood
with- which to make a fire nearer than g
quarter of a mile; and to get that, we
must wade a swamp knee-deep in mud
and water. Next morning, Jan. 1, 1865,
the gror)d was covered with snow and
80 weg fhe men under blankets.

We were now assigned to the Third
Brigade, First Division. The men suf-
fered a great deal while building uarters
in the cold and storms that prevailed from
Jan, 1 to 10.

Many changes having taken place
among the officers, the roster, Jan. 1, 1863,
was as follows: Lieut.-Col. M. L. Demp-
sey, commanding; Maj. W. C. J. Hnﬁ,
discharged March 23; M. H. Wood, Adjn-
tant, promoted and transferred to 22d U.
8. C. T.; First Lieut. J. R. Moore, R.
Q. M., on detached duty in Iowa; Cha
lein Royal Parkinson; Surg. Geo.
P%f:; ﬁo:@ul Steward A. A. Brown.

. apt. Henry Sargent; dis-
charged in Marech.

Co. B.—Capt. W. H. Hurd, First Lieut.
C. B. Gillet, in command of Co, F; Sec-
ond Lieut. H. C. Norton. ‘

Co. C.—~Capt. John E. Hoover, Provost-
Marshal Bermuda Hundred.

Co. D.—Capt. B. H. Stiles, Second

Lieut, J. W. Eldridge, commanding Co.
G: dlschar%od April, 1865.

.  Co., E—First Lient. M. V. B. Knox.

! A. R. Q. M.; Second Lieut. B, T. Bowers,
Acting Adjutant,

Wilson,

Cos. F, G and H.—No officers.
Co. 1.—First Lient. A. W. Thomas;
Second Lieut. Newton Whims.

Co. K.—Capt. Harper Wilson; Second
Lieut. Chas. Hamberg, on detached duty
on (Gen. Butler's staff. This officer was
formerly a Lieutenant in the Swedish
Topographical Engineers.
he duty here was very hard, and on
account of the scarcity of clothing the
men suffered greatly, many being com-
pelled to stand on picket without shoes,
Here the two lines ran almost at right
angles to each other; and across this an-
gle, when the exchange of prisoners took
place (the river road to Richmond ecross-
ing the angle here), could be seen, on
exchange days, a sight never to be for-
gotten. .

The exchanged rebels, well clothed and
well fed, would march in a compact
column to their lines, not one falling out.
But, oh! what a change when the poor
boys in blue were returning on the same

all we had to make a circular smudge,
like a circus rlng, and get inside of it.
We arrived at Edinburg Oect. 6 and re-
lieved the svhite garrison at_that place.

We remained at this t until Oect. 30,
when we were rellev and ordered to
Brownsville, and afterward to Brazos
Santiago for muster out.  Our rp_lll were
made out to date Nov. 30, 1865. Nov.
22 we sailed in the steamer Crescent for
New Orleans, arriving Nov. 26. . We g}s
at New Orleans until 1 a. m.,, Nav. 30,
when we embarked on the steamboat W.
H. Osborn for Cairoe, 1ll. Arrived Dec.
6; proceeded thence by rail, via Cincinnati,
Columbus and Bellaire to “"ashmg'ﬁm, D.
C., arriving at 4 p. m., Deec. 11, 1865,
where we marched to barracks, prepara-
tory to being paid off.

The roster of the 23d U. 8. C. T. at
date of muster-out was:

Lieut.-Col. M. L. Dempsey; First Lieunt.
Augustns Seibel, Adjutant; First Lieut.
J. R. Moore, Regimental Quartermaster;
Asst. Surg. J. 0. French, discharged to
remain South; Asst. Surg. B. N. Bethel.

Co. A.—First Lieut. M. B. Case, com-
manding company; Second Lieut. Lewis
Haling.

Co. B—Capt. W. H. Hurd; First
Lieut. C. B. Gillett, commanding Co. E;
Second Lient. H. C. Norton. :

Co. C.—Capt. John E. Hoover, sick
since July. ] :

Co. D.—Capt. B. H. Stiles; First Lieut.
B. T. Bowers; Second Lieut. E. H. Ropes.

Co. E.—Second Lieut. H. D, Darbaker,
commanding Company.

Co. F.—Capt. 8. D. Barnum; Second

Lieut. G. W. Reedes.

road! Many, many, many, would fall out
by the way—and some die there! Such

Dare any one dispute this statement?
Yet we must laud and love and pay honor
to the cowards who did it! And if we
mention the butchery, by brutality and
systematic cruelty, of our comrades, we
:hrg l‘mwled down for waving the bloody
wt:
We remained on this portion of the line
until March 30, when we moved a little
to the left, to the old Guy Henry Camp,
where we lay until the early morning of
April 3.
During the night of April 2 the enemy’s
gunboats were blown up a little to our
front. It was a grand sight when the
Patrick Henry went up—and with it the
Confederncy!
At daylight, April 3, the enemy had
disappenred from our front. We were
immediately on the move. One by one our
brigade passed through an opening ip the
enemy’s line of abatis. Between the mid-
dle and outer line of abatis the enemy had
planted a long line of shells, with a little
red rag on the top of each plunger to de-
note the spot. What a Providence -that
we did not have to make a night attack
at this point! -
We pushed on to Richmond by the river
road, the regiments stringing out by the
way.
Arriving at the outer works of Rich-
mond, we found everything along the river
front in filames. Teaa :
At this time Capt. Harper Wilson was
ordered to take two companies and cross
the river below Rocketts on an old mili-
tary bridge, and occupy Manchester. At
this time all the bridges at Richmond
were in flames. Capt. Wilson crossed the
river and marched up in front of Drewry’s
House, around and through a park. com-
ing out on the main road in rear of Man-
chester, on which the retreating enemy
had gone. By this time he had about as
many prisoners as he had soldiers. Pres-
ently the hend of his brigade was seen
coming up the principal street of Man-
chester, having been brought across the
James River in pontoons.
The regiment went into camp near one
of the principal rebel forts, and lay there
till April 14, when we marched to Peters-
burg and encamped on the Weldon Rail-
road,
In the meantime Lee had surrendered at
Appomattox.
April 21 we marched three miles west
of Petersburg, and camped on the South
Side Railroad.
May 3 we marched two miles below
City Point and went into camp of in-
struction on the banks of the James River.
On May 4 and 5 Capt. Burnum, Capt.
Scott, Lieut. Beecham, Lieut. Simonson,
Lieut. Case and Lieut. Hill returned from
the rebel prisons in whieh they had been
since July 80, 1864. The return of those
officers, who had been suffering the cruel-
ties that only a devilish and unrighteous
foe could be guilty of imposing upon a
hopeless victim was a great joy to all of
us. FKFirst Lieut. MecBaird, captured at
the time of the mine explosion, escaped
from the enemy in February and got to

our lices. He was discharged in April,
Having received orders to sail for
Texas, Gen. Thomas, under whose com-

mand our brigade. was organized, and to
whose courage and ability we owed our

tation; under whom we had marched,
labored and fought, and whom we Joved
as an officer and respected as a gentle-
man, left us. - ;

May 30 we marched to City Peint and
embarked—the right wing. commanded by
Cuxt. 8. D. Barnum, on steamer Tillie,
and the left wing commanded by Lieut.-
Col. Dempsey, on steamer Richmond, and
all sailed immediately to Hampton Roads.
June 4 the right wing, and June 5 the
left wing, sailed for Texas, arriving at
Brazos Santiago, the right wing June 22
and the left wing the 24th. On the way
to Texas a novel scheme was assayed to
cook our pork, potatoes, coffee, ete. Bev-
eral pork barrels were placed on deck,
the engineers attached prpes from the
boiler, and steam was turned on, and
cooked everything in first-class style.

The right wing, on landing, marched
at once to Brownsville, the left wing be-
ing detained at Brazos until July 4, dis-
charging supplies; when it marched to
Brownsville, arriving July 6. The heat
was simply fearful.

The regiment was almost entirely un-
fitted for duty during July and August.
Scurvy had set in; over 2560 men were sent
to hospital within three weeks. No cloth-
ing was drawn until August, by. which
time the men were almost destitute,

Hospital Steward A. H. Brown was
discharged  in Oectober. In him the regi-
ment lost a faithful man. Capt. M. V.
B. Knox was honorably discharged in
August. Capt. R. K. Beecham was hon-
orably discharged May 24, 1865.

We remained here, doing all kinds of
duty, from cleaning streets to pass un-
der review, until Oet. 2, when, in obedience
to orders from corps headquarters, we
marched to Edinbarg, 70 miles up the Rio
Grande Del Norte.

On this march we passed over roads
that for one-fourth of the distance were
through water from one to four feet deep;
the hardest masch any troops were ever
~alled on to perform. The heat and mus-

ketoes were simply horrible. To sleep at

wag the treatment the enemy gave them..

VIEW OF A PORTION OF THE REKBEL WORKS IN FROXT OF PETERSBURG.

Co. G.—Capt. D. W. Scott; First Lieut.
0. M. Hill

Co. H1.—Capt. P. A. Simonson; Second
Lieut. Chas. Renshaw.

Co. 1.—Capt. D. I. Mines; Iirst Lieut.
A. W. Thomas, mmmundiu% Co. C.

Co. K.—Capt. Harper Wilson, First
Lieut. G. W..Russell, on staff Third Divi-
sion, Twenty-fifth Corps, never did duty
E'eith regiment; Second Lieut. Chas. Ham-

rg.

The foregoing embraces a brief history
of the 23d U. 8. C. T. from its organiza-
tion to its discharge. It will be seen
that the regiment has been an unfortunate
one in many respects. Unfortunate in
being sent into the field before its organ-
ization was complete; in losing most of its
officers, men and records, July 30, 1
a shock from which it never fully recov-
ered; unfortunate in losing its Colonel so
early in its history, and in never being
unyplled with its complement of officers,

t is due to the men of the regiment
to state that it was composed of materin]
equal to most regiments, superior to many ;
that it enjoyed the reputation of being
quiet and orderly, and never failed to gaiv
the confidence of its various eommanding
Generals—of which the important dutiey
to which it was often assigned is conelun.’
sive evidence. Its history disclozed as
few cases of rowdyism and eriminality as
any other regiment nnder similar cireum-
stances, and wherever it was those who
were dependent upon it for protection
universally expressed regrets at its de-
parture.

The following officers are known by the
writer to be still alive—in 1903: Capt.
8. D. Barnum, Waverly, N. Y.; Capt.
D. W. Scott, Duluth, Minn.; Capt. B. H.

Stiles, Chiengo, 111.; Capt. R. K. Beecham,
Everett, Wash.; Lieut.- C. B. Gillett,
Chieago, Il.; Capt. M. V. B. Knox,

Wahpaton, N. D.; Lient., A, W. Thomns,
now Major, and in charge of an Indian
Ageney in one of the Dakotas. I will
be glad to hear from any others.

(The end.)

WHERE THOMAS HELD THE HILL.

I stood where Chicknmauga flow’d
In peace one Autumn day,

Where once the god of battle strode
Between the Blue and Gray;

No shouts of carnage shook the air,
Around me all was still;

The grass was green, the skies were fair,
Where Thomas held the hill,

September’s breezes kissed the pines
VW here thousands met as foes,

Above the well-marked battle lines
No sounds of carnage rose;

I wondered where were all who stood
And fought with stubborn will

Within that dark nand dreaded wood
When Thomas bheld the hill.

Methought upon that viewless air
Ten thousand phantoms met,

That Blue and Gray were struggling there
With sword and bayonet;

Now backward, forward, uncontrolled—
The wood no longer stjll—

Methought the waves of battle roll'd
Where Thomas held the hill.

How firmly 'gainst the men in gray
Stood “Chjgkamuga’s Rock!”

How bark he hurled his foes in gray
In battle’s awful shoek;

The shattered pines stil mutely tell
Their story. with a thrill,

For where the struggle raged was “hell”
When Thomas held the hill,

Behind him beaten legions sped
To Chattamooga’s town,
About him lay the mingled dead
Upon the hillock's erown;
To save the army there he stood,
A lion with"a will,
Though war might reach its highest flood,
Yet Thomas held the #ill,

The shadows darkened into night,
e gray-clad tigers sprang
Into the thickest of the fight,
The woods with carnage rang;
A stubborn wall of living blue
Was there to greet them still,
And bayonets wore a crimson hue
Where Thomas held the hill

Though into the histori¢ past
The years have slipped away!
The story of that stand will last
Until the Judgment Day;
And Time will place on many a brow
His wreath with kindliest will,
And Fame will tell the nations how
Grim Thomas held the hill

Aye, as I stood beneath the pines
That lovely Autumn day
Hands seemed to clasp between the lines
Where grappled Blue and Gray;
“Americans here fought and died”
I heard, then all was still; :
“One Country yet,” a voice replied
Where Thomas held the Hill,

To-day the stately statues rise,
'Bo—dny the lines are read,

To-day 'neath Chickamauga’s skies
No battle bolt is sped; . -
But Peace with ever spreading wing

Her sentiments dhtd'

And Georgia's sweetest songsters sing
Where Thomas held the hill.

behind Brownell, had the flag? Passihly

.{at Atlanta.

. )
or greater numbers than their own
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FIGHTING FAMILIES #‘er YIRGINIA.
Serg't Jas. Ray, Co. D, 12th W, Va., Lin-
den Hights, O,, R. F. D! R. No. 1, writes:
“Seeing so, many nccov.{nt:ﬂ of brothers in
the same company led me to thinking of the
relationships in my owmn company, which
were: W. B. and J. M. Curtis, father and
son. These were brothérsy. D. M. and H.
G. Blaney; E. N. and "W. M. Dunlap; J.
W. and Wm. Murray; Wo W. and 8. E.
Clendenen; David and iNebhemia Nickerson;
J. W. and Wesley 'Banmer; Joshua and
Sam’'l Reynolds; W. M. and H. H. Parry;
John and Alex. Gilmore; Wm., Jas. B. and
Geo. Kiger. J. B. Kennedy and D. M.
Jackson, brothers-in-law; Barnabas Wiles
and Chas. Munnell, brothers-in-law. Peter
Yarnell acd Wm. Ross, step-brothers. Our
cousins were: J. C, and J.. W. Pierson; J.
D. and . W. Whitham; Daniel and Wan.
Maxwell, Dan’'l A. and Wm. Griffin; Jo-
seph and G. E. McCausland; Wm. and E.
H. Rodgers; James and Griffin Morrison;
Orville Carroll and W. D. Pemberton;
J. C, Peirson and D. G. Frazier; D. Q.
Frazier and ID. A. Griffin; J. M. Curtis
and Joseph Montgomery; Wm. Gifin and
Jas. Ray; Orville Carrell to Dunlap
Brothers; W. D. Pemberton to Dunlap
brothers; Joseph Gilmore to Gilmare
brothers; W. B. Curtis and Jos. Montgom-
ery, uncle and nephew.. This is a pretty
long list; if you publish it and any of my
old company see it they will know where
I am, and I would be glad to hear from
any or all of them.” '

SOMETHING DOING BY KILPATRICK'S CAV-
’ ALRY.

(‘n';"”nde Jacob F. Hagey, Co. B, 5Hth
Ohio Cav., Sherdville, 0., gives a rapid
sketch of-some rapid eavalry: “There were
two brigades; the one commanded by Col.
Murray—2d. 3d, 5th Ky. Cav., 0th Pa.
Cav., 10th Wis. I.. A. The other brigade
—Col. Atkins commanding—12th Ohio
squadron, 5th, Oth, 10th Ohie Cav., 924
Ill.; 5,500 men and six pieces of artillery.
We left Atlanta, Nov. 15, 1864. Nov. 16,
whipped Wheeler's Cavalry; captured two
3-in. rifled guns, and he retreated to Bear
Creek Station. The 10th Ohio Cav. broke
his lines and he didn’t stop till he got to
Griflin, 14 miles. We reached Clinton
Nov. 17, and starting toward:Macon met
Wheeler and drove him away. At East
Macon our battery threw shells into Ma-
con. We put in an entire night destroy-
ing the railroad from Macon to Milledge-
ville. Capt. Ladd, with a detachment from
9th Mich. Cav., reached Griswold and
captured an engine and 13 cars. The sta-
tion was used as a factory for pistols,
soap and candles. At Griswold fight, next
day, Wheeler was repulsed. The saber
was the principal weapon in that engage-
ment. We rested and ‘grubbed at Mil-
ledgeville and started to Millen to liber-
ate the war prigsoners there. We tore up
the vailrond at Wayneshoro. Iilpatrick,
with 8th Ind. Cav. and 24 Mirh. Cav.. was
cut off from the command and surrounded
by Wheeler and cut hig way ont., At
Buckhead Creck we burned the Lridge and
held them for n while With onr two pieces
of artillery. T was 8n skirmish line nt
Reynold’s Plantation’ and they made
charge after charge, fnd sve killed and
wounded about GO0 of thew).”

THE MURDER OF COL. BLLEWORTIL

Comrade E. L. Miller, #1st N. Y., re-
cently of Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.,
writes from San neisco, Cal.: “1
would like to kr:ow if there.are now living
any of tlic comrades ' 1 hﬁ were nat the
Marshall House when*®oEEllsworth was
killed—any "of 'thie Zowhved' or of the Tlst
N. Y. If so, will they"eorfrm me when I
state that Ellsworth did’'rfot go to the top
of the house, but receivefl the flag from
two men as they came’ fram the roof
and started down stadfd ‘Swith it? Thar
Brownell was. ahead Col,
when Jackson camé oy g;

stairs and pointed Nia g

That Jackson steod. to. kill Brownell, bnt.
threw his gun on A lng with Ellsworth
avd fired, killing. the  Colonel, who, just

| tl
e th'm?{h;

some of the boys may insist that I .wasn't
there.” i

IT WAS THE 27Tl MASS.

E. Rumery, Co. A, 17th Mass., Detroit,
Mich., writes: “Comrade Scott Wilson, Co.
E, 28th Mich., in The Nationdl Tribune of
Dee. 24, says that on.the night of March
11, 1865, a< Bouthwest Creek, the Butter-
nuts captured nearly the ‘whole of the 15th
Mags. The regiment :eaptured was tha
27th Mass. with nearly all of the 15th
Conn. It was March 8; there was no fight-
ing March 11. For dates refer to the
Adjutant-Genernl's Report. of Massa-
chusetts Regiments. I wns there myself
with the Signal Corps, oh the railroad.”

THE MEANDERIXG B7TIIL

John Drummond,” Co. 'F, 57th Ohio;
Weston, O., epitomizes the history of that
regiment thus: “The regiment was orga-
nized at Findlay, O., and left there Jan.
22, 1862, for Camp Chase, whence it
went to Cincinnati; thence to ILouisville
and I’aducabh, Ky.; to Shiloh, where 1
lost a finger in the battle, April 6, 18G2.
We went thence to Memphis; Vicksburg;
through Black Bayou; to Haines's Bluff;
to Young's Point, La.; to the battle and
capture of Arkansas Post; again to
Young's Point; dug a canal; crossed the
river below Vickshurg; to:rear-of Vicks-
burg; fought more or less all the time
there; charged on Vicksburg May 418 and
May 22; from that day until- surrender,
July 4, fought about every day. Was

with Sherman’s army in the campaign te|

Chattanooga; to Atlanta. I was wounded
twice on July 28, 1864—face and neck—
With SBherman to Savannah;
helped take Fort MeAllister, whefice 1
was discharged Jan., 23, 1864, at expira-
tion of my term of enlistment.” i

THREE JUVENILE VETERANS.

Comrade Allen Thempson, Cheyenne,
Wyo., writes: “After rambling about for
a year I am settled at home again and find
I cannot get on without the weekly visit
of The National Tribune. Inclosed is the
price for another year. v : :

“I have In my possession a picture of
three boys, taken at the close of the war,
the patriarch of the group being then un-
der 18 years of age. One enlisted at 14,
in October, 1801, and served three years;
the others, in '63 and '64, at 15 and 16
years. One was wounded: two have been
awarded Congressional als of Honor,
The eldest and the Foungest enlisted at
the close of the war iy, thg Regular Army
and served on the froptiep, in Wyoming
and Nebraska. They wqre discharged
March 6, 1869. The wlder was then 21
and had served gix yearsorthree years in
the war, three years om the frontier. The
younger was 18, and had served one year
in the war and three'yeams on-the fron-
tier. 1 a0

*The three are livingiysti—aged, respec-
tively, 56, 54, B2 yeasu.™ [}

- 8.4
A8 TO EARLY DEFEATS IN VIRGINIA.

Geo. W. Schachleitely G8. G, 74th Pa.,
Ironton, 0., ascribes the ¥arly unsuccess
of the U'nion arms in ¥irginia to want of
unity of commanders. < -H® says: *“Our
leaders were much at*#hjt. 1 did some
scouting for headquarters at times; but the
information obtained” was not appreciated
—until 1864—when it was successfully
used. The chase up and’ down the Vallev
and from the Ohio to the James was un-
necessary. Wonld have been avoided had
our Generals heen united.

“I was cap at Wheeling in 61 and
again at Petersburg, and got the worst of
it In the field operations at Front Royal
and New Market. I was Orderly at
Blepker's headquarters.

“Somebody was much to blame for our
deféats in Irﬂnh up to 1863. Some of
those commands a ard whipped equal |

. at Brownel?}

‘| decorate it.

‘. SERVICE WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPL

Capt. J. H. Johnson, Co. K, 50th Ind.,
and Co. C, 524 Ind., Smith’s Ferry, Pa.,
writes; “I eglisted April 20, 1861, in three
LIONLUS SErvice ANG Serveu L0Ur 3 euis, v
charged at Montgomery, Ala., Sept. 10,
1865. We were in the Seventh Corps, un-
der Gen. Steele; marched from Helena to
Little Rock, and Sept. 10, 1863, captured
it. Went to co-operate with Banks on
Red River in 1864. In February, 1865,
went to New Orleans and over to Mobile,
and were at the windup of Spanish Fort
and Blakely; remained in Alabama till
mustered out. Let us hear from some of
the boys who were west of the Mississ-
ippil”

FORCES ON THE BALEM RAID.

Corp. Geo. Stover, Co. H, Tth W. Va.
Cav., Gamble, 8. D., writes: I see that
Comrades Martin I. Holston and W. 8.
Sumner differ as to what troops formed
the command under Averell on the Salem
raid. Let me butt in? 1 was on that raid
from start to finish. My recollection is
that the command consisted of the 14th
Pa. Cav. and one other battalion, com-
manded by Maj. Bowen, Capt. Ewing's
battery, and the 24, 3d and 8th W. Va.
M’'t’'d Inf., and one hospital steward, who,
it was said, belonged to the Regulars; and
we dubbed their Steward “the stuck-up
Regular.” 1 feel sure that these four
regiments, with the battalion and Ewing's
battery, and this Steward, was the entire
force ’mmmanded by Averell on the Salem
Raid.”

WAS NOT A COMPANY OF JACKRS.

H. C. Laybourn, Co. A, 066th Ohio,
New Burneide, 0., claims a leading place
for his Johns: “I notice that Comrade
John I.. Hummel, Co. H, 8th Ind., claims
that his company had more Johns (Z3)
than any other company in war, and I
wish to say that Co. A, 66th Ohio, had
two more Johns (23) on its rolls: Col. John
T. Mitchell: Lieut. John R. Organ, Kkilled
at Peach 'Tree Creek: Capt. John H.
Diltz; John I. Briney, killed at Port Re-
publie; John W. H. Conrad, wounided and
discharged; John Graham,- wounded and
discharged:; John F. Morgan; John A, Mec-
Cullough; John B. Runyon, wounded and
died; John Sigman; John H. Stokes, died
from wounds, 18(2; John Weiderman,
died, 1862; John C. Wooley, discharged,
1863;: John T. Larue, wounded, 1864; John
W. Reid, Hospital Steward; John Bless-
ing; John M. Brooks; John Wren, died,
1864: John Knial; John Knapp; John W.
Martin; John Williams; Jobn A. Dodson;
John Glendenning; John G. Ganson.”

TWEKTY-TWO PAIRS OF. BROTIIERS.

James C, Darling, Co. H, 9th W. Va.,
Wilgus, 0., writes: “In my company were
22 pairs of brothers: William and Michael
Smith, Uriabh and John Payne, Mint and
George Ball, Bird and John Burns, James
and Andrew Blair, William and J: Berry,
Robert and John Neal, John and Peter
Corn, Ben and G. W. Shumate, Eliot and
John Webb, John and Wm. Teel, Gaines
and Landan Massie, Warner and Arnold
Felix, Robert and John Hugins, Wesley
and Clark Howard, Wilson and Richard
Nanee, Johnson and A. W. Blankenship,
Willard and John Powell, Levi and Alex.
Jacks, Nelie and E. N. Markin, John and
Ed Willis, Anderson and William Vitio.”

BAW POLK KILLED.

Comrade W. H. Mickle writes from
Walden, N. Y.: “I was deeply interested
in the article of Dan Sims, of Knap's Pa.
Battery, as to ‘How Polk was Killed." 1
was an eye and ear witness to the facts
as stated in the article, and to the addi-
tional remark from Reynolds, Chief of
Artillery. After the first two shots fell
short, he said: ‘Give the gun a little more
elevation.” When the shot hit its mark,
though we did not then know the full ef-
fect, we had secured the range and ceased
firing. + I was Assistant Adjutant-General
of the Artillery of the T'wentieth Corps,
under Reynolds, theChief. We were farther
to the left of our line when Gens. Sher-
man and Geary came up with their staffs,
and we accompanied them to IKKXnap’s Bat-
tery. ‘The facts were as Sims states them.
A few moments later I started to report to
Gen. Hooker, as I frequently did, the eon-
dition 0f things in our, fromg.. éu T was
passing our Signal Station the Signal Of-
ficer requested me to wait, as he was read-
ing. an important message from the Con-
federate signals on Pipne Knob. 1 waited
and ' the dispateh- stated that Gen. Polk
had just been killed by a-shot from the
enemy's battery. That was the first we
knew the full effect of that third shot.”

SBGRVIVORS OF TIIE BALL.

Henry H. Cory, Co. H, 14th Ohio, Van
Wert, O., writes: “In my scrap-book 1
have chanced lately to find an article taken
from The National Tribnne some years ago
in regard to the Second Corps ball Feb.
22, 1864, They wondered if there was any
living who was at that ball. I was. I re-
member it. The ladies Jooked like angels!
But us privates were only permitted to
stand off and take a side view from afar,
Only shoulder straps took part; although
we were permitted to build the hall and
They spoke of Co. H, 4th
Ohio, singing patriotic songs. We had
some very good singers in our company.
How many are yet living? Our officers
lhave all passed over the river and there
are but.few of Co. H that I know of liv-
ing. It is 40 years since that ball; the
wonder is that any one now survives after
having served three years in that terrible
war.. But we were paid for it—we got $13
a month; what more need we say? what
more is there to ask for? Nevertheless, I
have met now and then a comrade who
really -seemed to think it possible that
some of the company drummer boys who
went in below their teens may live long
enough, possibly, to fall heir to the Gc_n--
ernment’s gratitude and receive a service
pension. \What is your guess on that?

ANOTHER BHORTEST SHORTY.

Cyrus Stone, Emporia, Ian., writes:
“I netice in your issue Dec. 24 a corre-
spondent gives the name of Thos. Mier-
stein, of Soux City, Iowa, as the smallest
man in the Fedéral army in the civil war,
he being five feet and two inches. Then
comes John Brown, who served in Co. H,
94th 11, enly four feet 11 inches. Now
I will introduce to your renders Jacob Big-
alow,  Co. M, 11th N. Y, Cav., who is

living. with his thiré wife, in Emporia,
Kan. - He is in his 80th year; weight 90
pounds, wears a full beard and walks
erect, He was married about one year
ago. He is an enthusiastic Republican,

RHEUMATISM

Cured without Medicine

An external cure so sure that the
_ makers send it FREE ON
APPROVAL. Tryit.

Send your name and address to the
makers of Magic Foot Drafts, the grent
Michigan cure for every kind of rheunma-
tism—Chronic or Acute, Muscular, Sciatic,
Lnmbagoe, Gout, ete., no matter where lo-
cated or how severe. You'll get a pair of
the Drafts by return mail—prepaid—free
on approval. ;

If they give relief, send them a dollar;
if not, keep your money. You decide.

VRADE MARN

Magic Foot Drafts are worn withont
inconvenience and cure rheumatism in
every part of the body by drawing out
the poisonouns acids in the blood through
the great foot pores. You can see that
this offer is proof of their merit, for hun-
dreds of thousands of persons answer

are satisfied with the benefit they receive,
send any morey. Write to-day to Magic
Foot Draft Co., 8C27 Oliver Bldg., Jack-
son, Mich., for a trial pair and be cured.

rheuma=

and | A valuable illustrated book on
st free.

liowgd that they were good fighters.” . | tism also

four feet 1014 inches.  Comrade Bigalow is’

these ndvertisements, and only those who |-

Natti re’s GreateSt Cure
For Men and Women

Aid to the Kidneys,

| Swamp-Root Saved My Life. |

A Farmer's Bireng Testimenial

1 received promptly the sample bottle of your great
kidney remedy, Swamp-Root.
1 had an awful paln in my back, over the kidneys,

and had to urinate from four to seven tignes a night
often with smarting and burning. Brick dust would
settle In the urine, [ lost twenty pounds in two wee
and thought I would soon die. 1 took the first dose
your Swamp-Ront In the evening at bed time, and was
very much surprised; I had to urinate but once that
night, and the second night I did not get up until
morning. 1have used three botties of Swamp-Root,
and am as well as ever,

I am a farmer, and am working every day, and
welgh mmmthe same that I weighed before I

was taken .
Gratefully yours,
Bec. FLA. &1 U. 504 T. 8. APKER,
April 9th, 1903, . Marsh Hili, Po.

There comes a time to both men and
women when sickness and poor health
bring anxiety and trouble hard to bear:
disapointment seems to follow every ef-
fort of physicians in our behalf, and
remedies we try have little or no effect.
In many such cases serious mistakes are
made in doctoring, and not knowing what
the ‘disease is or what makes us sick.
Kind nature warns us by certain symp-
toms, which are unmistakable evidence
of danger, such as too frequent desire to
urinate, scanty supply, scalding irritation,

Swamp-Root is the Most Perfect Healer and Natural

Liver and Bladder

Ever Discovered.

toring. If neglected now, the disease ad-

vances until the face looks pale or sal-

low, puffy or dark circles under the eyes,

{uﬁl swell, and sometimes the heart acts
¥.

There is comfort in knowing that Dr.
Kilmer's Swamp-Root, the great kidney,
liver and bladder remedy, fulfills every
wish in Tﬁckly relieving such troubles, It
corrects inability to hold urine and scald-
ing pain in passing it, and overcomes that
unpleasant necessity of being compelled
L to get up many times during the night to
urinate. In taking this wonderful new dis-
covery, Swamp-Root, you afford natural
help to Nature, for Swamp-Root is the
most perfect healer and gentle aid to the
kidneys that has ever been discovered.

Swamp-RootaBlessing to Women

My kidneys and bladder gave me grest trouble for
over two months and I suffered untold misery., I be

pain er-dull ache in the back—they tell
us in silence that our kidneys need doc-

Root
e m AUSTIN,

19 Nasma St., Brooklyn, N v,

To Prove What SWAMP-ROOT, the Great Kidney, Liver and Blad- |
der Remedy Will do for YOU, Every Reader of The National
Tribune May Have a Sample Bottie FREE by Mail.

Kilmer & Co., Binghamton, N. Y., who w
withont cost to you, a sample bottle of 8
and containing many of the thousands up
ceived from men and women cured. In w
N. Y., be sure to say that you read this
Tribune.

Swamp-Root is pleasant to take and
one-dollar size bottles at the drug stores
but remember the name, Swamp-Root, I)
Binghamton, N. Y., on every bottle.

EDITORIAL NOTICE—If yon are sick or “feel badly” write at once to Dr.

ill gladly send ayou by mail, immediately,
wamp-Root, and a book telling all about it,
on thousands of testimonial letters re-
riting to Dr. Kilmer & Co., Bﬁ:ﬁmm
generous offer in the Washington National'

you can purchase the regular fifty-cent and'

everywhere. Don't make any mistake,
r. Kilmer's Swamp-Root, and:ie address,
e e Tt o ————

and expects to vote for Theodore Roose-.
velt for President.” ;

Althongh The National Tribune eannot
make even a feint at finding space in its'
columns for the .uncountable compliments
and expressions of appreciation embodied
in the letters received from comrades, and
is compelled, for that reason, to eliminate
them from published correspondence, it
will, because of the special features, sus-
pend the practice and print in full the fol-
lowing letter from Comrade. Davyid. T.
Wells, Captain, Co. G, 16th Ky., Mur-
physville, Ky., which says: “I lherewith
enclose Money Order for renewal of my
subscription to The National Tribune. I
have been a reader of your pleasing pa-
per for many years, and I find that really
I cannot do without it. T read in‘its pages
s0 much that is entertaining and find in it
so much information. I see much that
concerns matters and incidents in which
I participated, ofr that 1 observed, my-
self. All taken together the correspondents
can be regarded as accurate. I am satis-
fied with the accuracy of the general
summing up of such scenes as 1 was per-
sonally familiar with.

“l wish you would print this letter; I
hope it will not go to the waste basket
before it gets to the printer. I would like
to have it get into e National Tribune,
because then some of my old comrades and
associates will be sure to see it, and I
would like them to know where I am and
I wonld like to hear from them. I am 80
years old, and I do not hear very goed;
but I can hear my country’s call to duty
as a good eltizen, and I try to obey that
call as_ I obeyed her call to arm myself
and defend her institutions. Although 1
hear but feebly and with trouble, I ecan
hurrah with vigor and a voice of force
and penetration and shout for Gld Glory
and the Grand Old Party that saved her
Stars.” _ W ! .

. WANTS EVIDENCE FOR RIORDAN. H

Comrade E. E. Webster, Co. F, 14th
Wis., Bdrton, T'la., writes: *“Can you as-
sist in getting a pension for Timothy Ri-
ordan, Co. H, T1st N. Y., Capt. Bugby,
Col.. Wm. DeWitt. His discharge was
burned in 1866. He was a good soldier,
who would never be found im the rear
when there was business at the front.
This old comrade was a brave sdldier; he
is a sound patriot; old now, and no longer
ablé“to make a fair living, being unable to
earn it by his labor. Perhaps some com-
rade of his company or regiment can re-
;ailll gnou;h of his history to be useful to

m.' -

WHO EILLED POLK.

Comrade John C. Weber, 6th Ohio Bat-
tery, Akron, Ohio, writes: “I have seen
different accounts of the killing of Gen.
Polk. The following is copied from a let-
ter written by me to my father, dated
Pine Top, Ga., June 16, 1864: -

“‘Captain and I, after placing the 6th
Ohio Battery in position, went a little
farther to the right, in Newton’s Division.
The 5th Ind. Battery was ordered to fire
a few shots at a group of men at the top
of Pine Top (a small mountain). After
the third shot they scattered.- About ah
hour afterward we got a4 report that the
rebel General Polk had been killed; he
being one of the men that was in the
group, and to the 5th Ind. Battery the
honor is due for killing him. We have
3-pound Rodman guns (rified), while the
6th Ohio Battery has 12-pound Napoleon
guns (smoothbore). If we had had rifled
guns we might have had a.shot at that
group. But our gun would not reach. So
far I am well, so are all the boys. Tell
Mrs. Phernia that Mike is all right; also
Geo. Chity’s folks that he is 0. K. With
love, your son—John C. Weber, Orderly
for Chief of Artillery, Third Division,
Fourth Corps.’'

“This, I think, should explain who killed
Gen. Polk. It was written at the time
and by one disinterested in the matter.”
BRELIC OF MRS, SMITH, NEE POCAHONTAS.
Comrade Michael Regan, Co. K, 6th Ill.,
Springfield, Mass., has a pipe that he val-
ues highly and will probably mention in
his will. He values The National Tribune

ABLE TO HURRAHNH, THOUGH 80, i\

diers bail each other. It is the videt on
the picket line, to warn us of the enemy's
advance. : i :

a war relie

| which is of more ical interest than

any I haye seen in The Natiopal
bune, It is a large pipe, made from

Pocahentas saved the life of Capt. Bmith,
I procured it in January, 1865, while de~
ing pieket duty.at Bermuds Front, about
one and a half miles from Point of Rocks,
Va. Aside from its historic value it is &
tnatural euriosity. It is uncommonly large;
bas been smoked just enough to show that
it is a good smoker. There were five
branches on the root. The largest forms
the bowl, whije the smallest, but longest,
forms the stem. The other three branches
are t.l;immed to_add to the beauty of the
pipe. '

ON ROANOKE ISLAND,

W. T. Eddy, Co. C, 8th N. Y., Tem-
pleton, Cal., writes: “The communication
from Comrade N. I. Cutts, Co. A, 10th
Conn., takes me back to Roanoke Island.
The 89th N. Y., to which I belonged, was
in the Burnside expedition to North Caro-
lina in 1862, but disembarked at Cape Hat-
teras on account of so many suffering from
ship fever. The sick soon recovered and
the regiment was transported to Roancke
Island after its capture. We were assigned
to Col. Hawkins's Brigade, consisting of
9th N. Y. (Zouaves), 89th N. Y. and 6th
N. II. These troops did camp and garri-
son duty on the island for several months,
It was the lightest service we ever
formed. Very little picket duty to do.
We got fat on Roanoke shad and eggs
brought to the island by the natives of the
mainland. :

“In April, 62, these troops, under com-
mand of Gen. Reno, made a forced march
to South Mills, on the mainland, in Cam-
den County, and had a short engagement
with the rebels. Night came on and orders
were given to return to our camp, That
was a long, hard march, and the first bat-
tle for the 89th. never recovered
frem the hardships that campa
Those troops left many of their comra
buried on this island. Our company lost
three who died of disease: Arthur
Baughton, Lucius Center and Levi Petti-
bone. I think the 6th N. H. lost the most,
The measles were prevalent among them
malignantly. Were the remains of those
buried here ever removed to any National
Cemetery?” = .

AT 73 TWO MONTHS A PAPA, :

Alex. Casebeer, Co. D, 23d Mich., Som-
erset, Pa., writes without a tremulous Jet-
ter in the epistie—though there is a sus-
picion of geniality and pride in his capi-
tals: “In your issue Dec. 24, 1903, Eii C.
Merriam, North Belfast, Me., exhibits
photographs of his two sons, who are he
claims, the youngest sons of a veteran.
I bave no photographs of my sons to
send you; but I will give you their names
and ages. I'think Comrade Merriam lives
a little bit too far north. My boys are:
Perry M., 10 years old, May 1, 1903;
Charles Harrison, six years old, Oct. 16,
1903; Theodore Roosevelt—is not quite
two months old. I will be 73 years old in
June, 1904. My boys, like those of Com-
rade’ Merriam, are hale and hearty, and
will be, in their day and generation, ready
for any emergency for their country's
good. They bid fair to make useful men
if they live to manhood. If any comrade
of my age has a younger son than mine
let the father be seen and the infant
heard—or let the boy be seen and the
parent be heard from.” \

SCATTERING. J
Thos F. Coleman writes from Pleasanf
Hope, Mo.: “I noticed an inguiry about
N. B. Forrest; he was from either Mar-
shall or Bedford Co., Tenn. I enjoyed the
History of the Western Army, bGG- B.
Raum, very much, as I was a Western
soldier—served under Capt. Couch, bth
Tenn. Cav.” oy
Thos. D. Smith, 1526 C street, Tacoma,
Wash., in response to an inquiry for heirs
of Jerry Smith, formerly a sea tain

almost as much. Comrade Regan writes:
*“l regard The National Tribune as the !

National telephone through which the sol-

between New Orleans and the West India
1slands, writes that he is a son of W
Smith, a brother of the Captain.

one of the roots of the tm'nnder-m .




